such as scarlet, rheumatic, and postpartum fevers.
However, throughout the 20th century, pneumonia remained the leading cause of death, with bacterial infections accounting for approximately 100,000 deaths per year. 3 Despite the introduction of increasingly potent antibiotics, the mortality rate of pneumococcal pneumonia remained consistent for a century.
Combatting the Overuse of Antibiotics
One significant change over the past several decades has been the increasing use of antibiotics to manage upper respiratory tract infections (URTIs). 4 Over 250 million prescriptions are written for antibiotics in outpatient practice, with nearly half for inappropriate indications. 5 Much of the excessive antibiotic prescriptions are for common URTIs, most of which are viral and do not require antibi- 
The Antimicrobial Era
The 20th century welcomed the antimicrobial era. Call to Action 
